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Please click the link below to view my LinkedIn profile! 
 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/margot-barrett-901733180/ 
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Please click the link below to view my Portfolio! 
 
https://violet-tulip-6grg.squarespace.com 
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Please click the link below to view a DECA video sponsored by Anna Faris Is Unqualified! 
 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xyn0j01cpgorhgl/DECA_v1.mp4?dl=0 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xyn0j01cpgorhgl/DECA_v1.mp4?dl=0
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Please click the link below to view my Website!  
 
https://www.palideca.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.palideca.com/
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December 31, 2020 

Dear DECA, 
 
My name is Varun Soni and I am the Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life at the University of 
Southern California, where I also serve as Vice Provost for Campus Wellness and Crisis 
Intervention, Adjunct Professor of Religion, and University Fellow at the Annenberg Center on 
Public Diplomacy. I’m grateful for the chance to submit this letter of support for Margot Barrett. 

I’ve known Margot for a very long time, as her mother and I went to high school together. But 
over the last several years, we’ve reconnected in earnest, and it’s been a great joy to get to know 
Margot. I am so impressed with Margot's leadership skills as she was a real pioneer at a young 
age. By being the first girl to ever play on the boys lacrosse team at her elementary school, and 
by being the founder of the new girls lacrosse team at her school, Margot demonstrated the 
remarkable ability to tell new stories about herself and her world without regard to the gender-
based restrictions and stereotypes that confronted her. By serving those who are marginalized 
and disenfranchised in our society through Camp Ubuntu, she embodied the life-affirming 
aspiration that as fully developed human beings, we should all be in the service of an idea or 
community that is greater than ourselves. And by excelling in her academic work, she evidences 
an enduring commitment to rigorous intellectual study and critical analyses. 

But what impresses me most about Margot is her emotional intelligence and her ability to form 
deep, loving, and healthy relationships. In this regard, she is wise beyond her years on the 
metrics of success that really matter in one's life - joy, gratitude, compassion, and purpose. I 
know that her courage, strength, and resilience will make her an ideal leader for DECA. Thank 
you for the opportunity to advocate on behalf of Margot. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
should you have any questions about this recommendation.  

Sincerely, 

Varun Soni, Ph.D. 
Vice Provost of Campus Wellness and Crisis Intervention 
Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life 
University of Southern Califorinia 
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